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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Maruyama et al. (US Patent 4,681 ,528). 

Maruyama et al. disclose a shut-off valve device for a plastic injection molding 
system comprising a housing member 8 having an internal cavity and an outlet orifice 
10, a piston member positioned in said cavity, said piston member having a body 
member, a head member 13, a flange member 15 and an internal passageway 14, and 
a biasing member 16 positioned in said housing member to bias the piston member in a 
direction longitudinally away from the orifice 10. The head has a first valve member 12 
and a retainer 17 forms a second valve with the piston 14. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rogers 
etal. (US Patent 5.012,839). 

Rogers et al. disclose a shut-off valve device for a plastic injection molding 
system comprising a housing member 14 having an internal cavity and an outlet orifice 
126, a piston member 20 positioned in said cavity, said piston member having a body 
member, a head member 26, a flange member 56 and an internal passageway 22, and 
a biasing member 90 positioned in said housing member to bias the piston member in a 
direction longitudinally away from the orifice 10. The head member has a valve 28 and 
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an injection molding machine forming a second valve member mates with the inlet 24 of 
the piston member. A heater 150 is located on the housing member. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tim Heitbrink whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 132. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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